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CONSTITUTION OF DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC.

PREAMBLE

We, the duly constituted Grand Chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority, Inc., in order to form a closer union among college women for the

fostering of high ideals in moral, social, and intellectual life, and the assisting of

our members in every possible way, do hereby establish this Constitution for

the government of the extra and intrafraternal relations of this Sorority. Chapters

now existent, and chapters organized hereafter, shall be bound by the

government established in this Constitution and its Bylaws. This is the official

operating document of the Sorority, as voted upon by the Grand Chapter.

Therefore, any other document that conflicts with this document is null and

void.

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Grand Chapter of the Delta

Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., commonly known as Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,

Inc. and hereinafter referred to as “the Sorority”.

ARTICLE II - OBJECT

The principal purposes and aims of this Sorority shall be to engage in

cultural, educational, and service activities; to establish, maintain, and encourage

high cultural, intellectual and moral standards; and to govern, supervise, and

regulate the several chapters of the Sorority established under the authority

and sanction of this organization.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

A. The Grand Chapter shall consist of all sorors duly initiated

by any chapter who are financial, both with the Grand

Chapter and a chapter, or are members-at-large, and those exempted

from payment as stated in the Bylaws.

B. Membership in the Sorority shall not be denied or abridged to any

woman because of her race, color, creed, religion, age, national

origin or by reason of physical disability.

C. The categories of membership shall include collegiate, alumnae,

and honorary.

D. Any soror may elect to become a member-at-large.

THE BYLAWS OF DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC.

ARTICLE I – DEFINITIONS

The following terms are defined in this article:

A. A soror is a woman who has been duly initiated into the Sorority.

B. A member is any soror who pays dues to a chapter and to Grand

Chapter, or who pays a member-at-large fee, or those exempt from

payment of Grand Chapter dues and fees as stated in Article X - DUES

AND FEES, Section 15. EXEMPTION FROM PAYMENT OF

GRAND CHAPTER DUES AND FEES.

C. Membership Categories

2. A collegiate member is a soror who is matriculated at a college or

university pursuing work leading to an initial baccalaureate degree.

4. A collegiate member-at-large is a soror who may affiliate with

Grand Chapter, only if she matriculates at an institution where the

chapter is suspended, but she is not; or, if she transfers to an

institution where there is no chapter and she maintains the cumulative

grade point average of 2.50 on a 4.0 scale or 1.50 on a 3.0 scale.

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLEGIATE MEMBERSHIP INTAKE

A. Any woman of good character is eligible for collegiate membership

in the Sorority provided that she:

1. is matriculated at a college or university, approved by the

Scholarship and Standards Committee, in day, evening or

extension classes as a student pursuing work leading to an

initial baccalaureate degree or its equivalent;

2. has completed at least 24 semester hours or 36 quarter hours

at a college or university approved by the Scholarship and

Standards Committee of the Sorority;

3. has submitted a completed Application for Membership

Packet to the chapter which includes an official transcript

mailed directly to the chapter from the appropriate college

or university, and the transcript must show that the person

has attained a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.75

on a 4.0 scale or 1.75 on a 3.0 scale;

4. has been approved for membership by majority vote of the

members of the chapter through which she is to be initiated.

The chapter vote is final. Absent a violation of the

Membership Intake Program of the Sorority, a chapter vote

must be upheld;

5. has been approved for membership by the Director of the

Region of which the initiating chapter is a part;

6. is not a member of, nor has been expelled from, any society

holding membership in the National Pan-Hellenic Council,

Inc. or the Panhellenic Conference, Inc.;

7. meets all financial requirements of the Grand Chapter and the

initiating chapter; and

8. meets all requirements for membership as outlined in the

Membership Intake Program of the Sorority and procedure

manuals approved by the Executive Board.

B. Any woman who has received or completed requirements for a

baccalaureate degree or its equivalent is ineligible for membership

in a collegiate chapter, even if she remains at that institution to

pursue another baccalaureate degree.

Section 5. REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN CHAPTERS

A. Collegiate Chapters

1. Any soror who is matriculated at a college or university
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pursuing an initial baccalaureate degree shall be admitted to

membership in the chapter that serves that campus provided

that she:

a) satisfies all financial requirements of Grand Chapter;

b) pays dues to that collegiate chapter;

c) carries a minimum load equivalent to what is required of

a half-time student; and

d) maintains a minimum cumulative grade point average of

2.50 on a 4.0 scale or 1.50 on a 3.0 scale.

2. Any member returning to a college or university to complete

requirements for her initial baccalaureate degree may elect to

continue membership in an alumnae chapter or become active

with the chapter that serves that institution.

ARTICLE III - CHAPTERS

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP, Section 5.

REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN CHAPTERS.

C. Collegiate Chapter Advisors

1. Each Collegiate chapter shall have one or more chapter

advisors. Any chapter that does not have a certified advisor

shall be made inactive by the Regional Director until a

primary advisor is selected and approved by the Regional

Director.

2. The advisor(s) shall be selected by a committee of the

campus-based chapter, the city-wide chapter or the core

chapter and recommended to the chapter for a vote. The

committee shall include the president, the vice president and

one to three chapter members.

Section 3. CHAPTER ELECTIONS

A. Chapter Officers

Each chapter shall elect a president, vice president, secretary,

treasurer and such other officers deemed necessary by the chapter.

B. A candidate for chapter office shall be financial with the chapter

and Grand Chapter for the fiscal year in which the election takes

place. If elected, the officer shall maintain financial status during

her term(s) of office.
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C. Time of Elections

1. Each chapter shall hold election of officers in April or May

annually or biennially; said officers assume office

immediately upon installation.

D. Each chapter shall submit to National Headquarters the names,

offices held and addresses of the officers elected by June 30 on an

annual basis.

Section 4. METHOD OF VOTING

C. Chapter Voting

1. Each chapter shall give prior written notice of at least ten

days for the election of officers; voting whether to proceed

or not to proceed with the membership intake process;

and voting on the acceptance of candidates for membership

into the Sorority.

2. Only members of the chapter shall vote or hold office.

3. The acceptance to membership and the election of chapter

officers shall be by a majority vote of the chapter members

present and voting. Voting shall be by ballot.

4. Write-in candidates are prohibited and provisions for write-in

candidates shall not be included on the ballot.
